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Indiana Water Legislation Report

Where we’ve been, where we are, and where we are going
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PREVIOUS EFFORTS:

2011 Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels calls for the creation of the “Indiana Office
of Water”

x Effort failed due to inter-agency conflict of goals

2014 The Indiana Chamber conducts a study known as “Modernizing the State
Approach to a Critical Resource”

Indiana’s state economy is dependent on abundant water resources.

2015 The “Water Shortage Plan” is created after legislation from 1991 and 2006
called for the creation of a “Water Shortage Task Force”

x Efficiency of use and conservation are low priorities in Indiana

2015 The Indiana Finance Authority (IFA) completes the “Evaluation of Water
Utility Planning in Indiana”

x There is no single state authority that coordinates the water activities in
the state. “When everyone is responsible, no one is responsible”

016 IFA completes the “Evaluation of Indiana’s Water Utilities” following SB474
(2015)

Over 50 million gallons of water are lost from Indiana water suppliers
each year at a cost of more than $54 million

2018 The Water Infrastructure Task Force is created by IC 2-5-44

\/ Entity to coordinate the communication and direction of all water-related
activities of state regulatory and finance agencies

2019 The Water Infrastructure Assistance Program is created

Provides grants and loans to local entities working on drinking, waste, or
stormwater projects
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WHERE ARE WE NOW?

2021 The Central Indiana Water Study conducted

Current and future water supplies depend on unplanned water reuse. The
USEPA does not require or restrict any type of water reuse

2021 Indiana Representative Mike Aylesworth authors HB 1639 to create
optional watershed development commissions and to address water issues

J Passed as Public Law 251 on May 4, 2023

2024 Representative Sharon Negele authors HB 1305 to address major
groundwater withdrawal facilities

x HB 1305 died in committee

2024 Indiana Senate Bill 5 addresses lead water line replacement and lead
remediation

\/ Passed as Public Law 6 on March 11, 2024

2024 Indiana House Bill 1383 reclassifies certain wetlands, making them available
to development and reducing protections for previously restricted wetlands

x Signed into law on February 12, 2024

KEY TAKEAWAYS... WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?

e Indiana needs a comprehensive water management strategy.

A decade of studies has determined that Indiana needs a central agency or
position dedicated to coordinating the communication and direction of all water-
related activities of state regulatory and finance agencies. Without a better
coordinated approach, Indiana jeopardizes the future of its water resources.
Data aggregation and storage must not be siloed in the individual collecting

/ agencies.
.

e Indiana must take a regional approach to water issues and involve
surrounding states in planning and discussions where appropriate.
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Boundaries for water planning should be based on watershed and population 0‘9
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numbers, not political boundaries.
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Indiana Water Legislation Report

2025 Update

2025

Senate Bill 4: Water Matters
Establishes a permitting process for tfransferring water outside of a basin and sets
regulations for public water ufilities.
Passed as Public Law 99 on April 22, 2025.

Senate Bill 28: Ground Water Emergencies
Requires investigations into well failures affecting livestock and significant
groundwater withdrawal facilities.
\/ Passed as Public Law 71 on April 16, 2025.

Senate Bill 121:

Puts restrictions on using nets or traps for minnows; prohibits the use of
specific devices to fake minnows from a waterway unless certain conditions
are met.

x SB121 died in committee.
Senate Bill 134: Water Management Authority

Creates a new authority to oversee water resource management in the state.
3¢ sB 134 died in committee.

Senate Bill 256: Ground Water and Aquifer Preservation Task Force

Forms a task force to study and recommend policies for groundwater and aquifer
preservation.
SB256 died in committee.

Senate Bill 477: Low Head Dams
Addresses safety and environmental concerns related to low head dams.
Passed as Public Law 14 on April 1, 2025.

House Bill 1037: Local Storm water Requirements and the CSGP
Revises local stormwater regulations.
Passed as Public Law 150 on May 1, 2025.

House Bill 1126: Watershed Development Commissions -
Establishes commissions to oversee watershed development projects.
Passed as Public Law 104 on April 22, 2025.

House Bill 1190: Water Protection and Restoration Trust Fund
Establishes the water protection and restoration frust fund.
3¢ HB1190 died in committee.
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LOOKING AHEAD...

« Indiana should continue to use a health-based risk approach in considering
water quality challenges.

« Indiana should support the consolidation of smaller water utilities so they might
realize efficiencies for the benefit of the taxpayer.

. Indiana should continue to encourage the use of the IFA-SRF loan programs/
scoring methods and better educate local stakeholders on available funding
options.
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WHAT CAN WE DO NOW?  “VISION WITHOUT ACTION IS HALLUCINATION”

The Indiana Water Summit hosted by the White River Alliance

¢ The Indiana Water Summit is an apolitical and
inclusive annual forum developed to examine the
complex interests and issues facing our water
supply.

. The “Sustainable Water Roadmap” provides a
template for future action.

The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM)
Watershed Management Plans

e The primary purpose of a watershed management plan
is to guide watershed coordinators, resource
managers, policy makers, and community
organizations to restore and protect the quality of
lakes, rivers, streams, and wetlands in a given

/ watershed.
/ The plan is intended to be a practical tool with specific

recommendations on practices to improve and sustain
water quality.
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GET INVOLVED!

Hoosier Riverwatch

o A state-sponsored water quality
monitoring initiative

o The program began in 1996 to increase
public awareness of water quality
challenges and concerns by training
volunteers to monitor stream water
quality

Indiana Clean Lakes Program

o Volunteer Lake Monitoring trains
volunteer citizen scientists to collect
data on the lake where they live or
most frequently recreate

o IDEM developed the program in 1989,
and it is administered through Indiana
University's O'Neill School of Public
and Environmental Affairs
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